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Curious Amufements for the INGENIOUS. 
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To which are added the mofi 


Material Occurrences Foreign and Domeftick. 
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Performd by a Society of GENTLEMEN. 





From (Giednefdap Auguit 18th. to friday Augult 2oth. 1708. 








Entlemen, Are you of the Opinion of fome, 
who afi-m, that our Days ave told? This 
feems inconfiftent with that Lib.ity, which 
eve y one enjoys, eather of killing bimj: if, 
or letting it aloue. ath . 

A. Many Errors take their rife from this fingle 
caufe, they owe their Origen to this fruirfui Parent, 
namely, thar we are too ready to fix too mgorous a 
Scnfe upon Scripture Paffiges. Becaufe we read of 
our days being numbred, of an Appointed ume, Gc. 
We therefore draw 2 vey prepofterous Conclufion, 
namely, that God has fo irrevocibly determin’d che 
duration of our Lives, that no Cautionary Arts, no 
Preicriptions of the Phyfician, no Petitions ro the 
Throne of Grace, can wave off the Fx'd, the Prede- 
ftinared blow. But ro give you the crue State ot fo 
miftaken a Point , God by a Single, by an Intuitive 
view, behol's a!l the conlequences of th ngs, all the 
various «ffects of Second Canfes, all rhe manifold 
intentions of tree Agente ; whence he cannot but 
Foretee, when al! our Lives will Narurally, will of 
Cou: fe expire. ile alfo knows, whether himfc lf thail 
think fir to Jet the ceinmon courfe of things take 
place, or Particularly interpofe to avert the confe- 
quence. And upon tic accoun: of fo fpecial a Fore- 
knowledge, and fo peculiar a Determination refult- 
ing thence, he may be very properly, be faid to 
number our Days: And yet fuch a Numeratiun no 
ways includes fo rigid a fatalicry, as fome Men plead 
for. To ule the inftaneedpecified in the Queftion. 
When a Man defigns to difpatch himfelt, God may 
be pieasd to fuffer him co exe_ure his defgn, as a 
Panifhment due to fo wicked an intention. And as 
God from all Eternity foreknew,both the Man's De- 
fign, and his own Sufferance, he may be well al- 
low'd to have numbred bis Days. And yet this very 
Numeration depends upon.a voluntary act.of a Free 
Agent. For fince God determin’d the Period of che 
Man's Life upon the Fo ‘eknowledge of his unwar- 
rancable imcenrion,it follows, thar bad the Man been 
Ocherwife enclin’d, God alfo wou'd have Determin'd 
otherwife, And thus, when fick, if we Negle& the 
Means, that Providence has beftow'd upon us,God, 
who Forelaw our inexcufable negligence, might 
have thence Refolv’d cofuffer the Diftemper to take 
it's courfe and put a Period to our lives. Burt had 
we been inore careful to preferve our Health. God, 





who wou'd have forefeen that too, might have made 
a Different Retolve. Whence we may jearna very 
ufeful Leflon ; learn ingenuoufly co acknowledge, 
thar our Lives are Intirely at God's Difpofal, and 
yet to be as Caretul, as Provident concerning them, 
as thy’ they were Intirely at our Own. 

Q. Lot's Wife being turn’d into a Pillav of Sale, 
which, as the $c ipsure fays, is to continue tor a Mee 
mortal :o after Ages ; how canthis be, Salt being fub- 
ject to be melted by the next Showre ? 

A. Salt is {o far trom being Incapable of rhe moft 
compact Conhitency tha’ no fre ot Earth is capa- 
ble of any Confiftency without it There is an TMand 
on the cuaft of Pe fia, Paine Sere the In- 
habirans build their Walls wich 


Q. Why Religion (hou'd make Peopi. *d and 
perfecute ome anctier, or whether it bas i: the 


occajion of mofl of tie ba! arities in the World 

A. That Religion has been che oceafion of the 
moft barbarous and Inhumane Practices. both the 
Heathen and the Chriftian World afford us undoubt- 
ed Teftimonies. That Paganiim fhou'd oblige it’s 
Prolylites to fo Cruel a behaviour, we muft forbear 
to wonder, fincethe great Deftroyer, the grand Ad- 
veriary of Mankind was the Object of their Wor- 
fhip ; but if it beenquir'd (as we suppole it by the 
Querift) why the Profetfors of Chriftianiry, tho’ 
the Prince of Peace, tho’ that great Preferver of 
Men, be the Author and Finifber of their Faith,oowd 
yetbe guilty of fuch Barbarous proceedings, as tho’ 
their Maftcr came, to Defirey, and not to Save Mens 
Lives ; to this enquiry we fubjoyn a very Noted 
Axiom ; the Beit things, when Corrupted, become the 
Worft. 

Q.Why does a firait Stick look Crooked inthe Water? 

A. When light goes out of a Thinner Medium 
into a Thicker, or the contrary, it is Refracted ; 
that ‘is, it goes Nearer to, or Further trom, a Per- 
endicular, When it goes our of a Thicker into a 
Thinner ; as our of the Water into the Air, it gors 
Nearer to a Penpendicular ; and coniequently re- 

refents the Stick in the Warer in a Different 
rom that wherein iris : Whence of courfe the Stick 
‘cannot but feem Crooked, fince thar part of it, which 
is our of the Water, 1s ented in it’s crue pla 
bur the other part in a Different one. If the 
you put the Stick into the Water, it will ap- 
pear ftrait, fii Q lam 
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Q. 1 am fometimes fubjet to fart when a fleep,and 
alfo ( but feldomer ) when awake. If you ll please to 


give your Opinion, what is the eccafion of st, you ll ob 


lige your Admirer, &c. ‘ ; 
"A Starting in Sleep, generally proceeds front 
Dreadful Apprehenfions Occurring it Dreams: But 
fince this Symptom attends you when awake,it may 
not be improperly atrribured to Worms, fharp Hu- 
mors, or Malignant Fumes afcending from the Sto- 
machup to the Brain and caufing a fudden [rrita- 
tion of the Nervous Parts. 

Q. What is the Octafion of the Heart-Burn ? 

A. The Heart- Burn is a Common Denomination 
fur a pain of the Stomach, generally arifing from 
an Acid Humor, gnawing and vellicating the Bot- 
tom thereof. 

Q, Gentlemen, Liberia returns you thanks for the 
Solution of her laft Queftion, and begs the fame favour 
again, whether it is Moft Glory to conquer one's feif or 
ofiers. 

A. One's felf, ince it will render a Conqueft 
more eafie over others; whereas a Conqueft over 
others firft, by puffing up the Mind with Pride, 
imakes a Conqueft over one’s felf more difficult 
after. 

©. Gentlemen, My Sifter and my felf are Father- 
le{s and Mortherlefs Children, and have little of our 
own to depend on, but have a Rich Uncle and a Rich 


Aunt, who having no Children, promife to leave us ¢6ne 
fidevably if we marry to their Liking. However, my 
Sifter bath contratled Mrtrimony, with a Sober, Inge- 


rious Limb of the Law ; notwithftanding ( not bein: 
with their Copfent ) they have fully caft off, and they 
promife to do the like by me if 1 marry without their 
Confen: ; now fince few of any account will offer at Ad- 
dreffes on bare Expectations, what would you advife me 
to, in this Unbappy Condition. 

4. Doubrleis, Madam, your Uncle and Aunt have 
a full Liberty ro difpofe of their own, and upon 
their own Terms ; how kind or unkind foever they 
may appear therein: We can advile but two Re- 
medies in the Cale ; viz. If a Match offers it felf 
of worth, either to obtain of fome Friend, who hath 
an Afcendent over them, to interceed in the Affair ; 
or elfe to run the Risk your Sifter has done,and caft 
your felf on Providence for the Confequence : Only 
confider, that as on one Hand a bare Promife from 
them, is a precarious Dependance, for the Hazard- 
ing the Advanrage of your Youth upon ; fo on the 
other, your Sifter will have more hopes of Recon- 
ciliation than you, becaufe You are warn’d by 
both Precept and Example, and She bur by the For- 
mer. 

). Gentlemen, There is a Wager laid concerning 
the value of a Shekel of Silver, and that of Gold: You 
are defired to end the difpute ‘twixt the Wagerers, it 
being agreed by themto abide your Determination, which 
will oblige Your Humble Servant Stake Holder. 

A. You will be able to decide your vo by 
refering the Difpute toa Table of Scripture Weights 
and Meafures, by the Bifhop of Peter borough,annex'd 
to a large Quarto Bible, Printed in the Year 1703, 
by Charles Bill and the Executrix of Thomas New- 
comb ; but if you fhou'd nor chance to have a Bible 
by you of that Impreffion, you may be fure that 
the Shekel of Silver was abour the value of an En- 
gluh Half Crown, and that of Gold, as it was ¢- 
qual in it's weight, was fuperior in it’s value, ac. 
cording to the difference in worth between one Me- 
tal and the ether. | 

Q. Gentlemen, I beg your Opinion concerning the 
firange Accident which follows, viz. A Man in Gard- 
ners-lane in Barnstown, kept 4 great Dog, the Dog 
hapned to fall mad, fe the Folks of the Houfe tyed him 
up, before Le did any Harm, and fent far 4 Smith to 





kill bim, for none of the Family would do it s the 
Smith's Bey came and kill’d the Dog, but in24 hours 

fell mad bimfelf in Juch a raging manner, that he of : 
fer'd two or three times tohbang bimfelf, but at nighe 
he burft and Died ; the Mafter and Miftre/s wen: to 


the Funeral, as well as could be, but as foom as they 
came home, the Miftre/s fell mad too inthe fame rap. 
ing Manner, but I hear fince She is fomewhat amend. 
ed: 

A. We wWou'd willingly be further fatisfyed of 
Matter of Fact, belolt we give our Orin ~ 

Q. Gentlemen, 1 would defire to know, wiy the Bark 
of Elder, being ftript upward, is ufed by Plyficians 
for a Vomit, and why it hath the contrary Effet, being 
Stript downward. : 

A. We can affure you this is a Vulgar Error, 

Whereas we have found the Boy, who went the 
Eaftern Part of the City, roo Negligent in his BuG- 
nels ; we fhall {uddenly fix one in his Room more 
careful in delivering the Papers, being forc’d at 
preient to make ule of one of our other Servants, 





POEMS. 


Q. ye alas I’ve Loved in Vain, 
And been flouted for my Pain, 
Elfe fhou'd not to you Complain ; 
Therefore, pray, to me Opine, 
How I may focn quench this Fire, 
And his Love Wholly Refien, 
Which is Sylvia's Defire. 
I know your Godfbips have the skill, 
To Advife me if you wil, 
As jou ave been Kind, O be fo feill? 
A, Change into Contempt your Love, 
This may Efficacious prove, 
And more, than compliance move : 
Or if you woud Quench your Flame, 
Summon up his Rougher Parts, 
Thofe in Wars may get him Fame, 
But ’tis Kindnefs conquers Hearts. 
Love does Love Beget, as true, 
Slights the very fame may do, 
Why fhou’d thofe then Conquer You, 
Q. From Leaden-ha!ll-ftreet, 
Learn'd Apollo I greet, 


And to ask his Advice I am come : 
If with others 1 find, 
Faults in Body and Mind, 

Had not I beft firft look at home ? 
Of Late I a Momus am grown, 

A Poet, a Beau, and the Scourge of the Town : 
I others advife, 
Yet all others defpife, 

And fee others Faults, not my own. 

4, Now Onr Leaden heel’d Bard, 

Thinks Apollo's Eninar’d, 

By this Saryrick Infinuation : 
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But the Beau may be fure, 

That Our Works are fecure, 

From the Lath of his fly Caftigation. 

Then thou that doft Momus Commence, 
Prithee draw fome Corollary’s hence, 
Left others deride, 
When they fee thy Blind Side, 
And thy Scourges will yield no Defence: 
Q. Ye Sons of Apollo, pray, give me a reafon ; 
Why a Child that 1 know, 
On his Nofe fhould fweat fo: 

Not only the Summer, but all the cold feajon ? 

A. And, Pray Sir Inquifitive, give us your reafon, 

Why, when Truth we don’t know, 
And {ufpeét things not fo, 

A Reply thould be readily made any feafon. 

Q. Here lowly prostrate at your Highne/ss feet, 
A Suppliant lies, and humbly docs intreat, 

You'd pleafe to anfwer bis fublime Requeft, 

That fo his tired Mind may gain its wonted Reft. 

Tis this, I hope, your Godfhip t* wont {urprize; 
Althd perbaps, it maya little pote, 

How long fince Specktacles to fave Folks Eyes, 
Were firft hung on their Bolt{prit, alias Nofe ? 
A. This wondrous Mift’ry plainly to unfold, 

Will {carce Dear Querift, our Apollo poze, 

Nor need we Specktacles at diftance hold, 

Nor fix ’em nearer on our Bolt/prit Nofe, 

Fam’d Archimedes did at firlt invent, 

But many after bim the art smprov'd, 
To ule ’em with the hand was his intent, 

But now they are conveniently remov'd. 

Q. Since no one to your Altar fues im vain ; 
Accept the Firft-fruits of an humble § wain, 

And mildly tell him, bow he may remove ; 

From’s Heart, Ambition, and defiring Love ; 

By both at this time is bis Mind oppreft, 

And confequently be depriv'd of reft. 

Therefore, difplay your Rays of Wifdom foon, 

Leaft by delay the Perfon be undone. 

4, As when fome Arrow im a lofty flight, 
Mounts (wiftly upwards and out-tew’rs the fighr, 
The Gazing Archers view with Aching Eyes, 
Their feather’d Meffenger invade the Skies, 
Forgetting, when its fhort-liv'd pow’r is {penr, 
Twill, falling, deeper fink,the loftier Height it went, 
So thoughtlefs Mortals view Ambition’s Joys, 
And for true Blifs, miftake Loves trifling Toys. 

Q: Moft Wonderful Phebus, 

In Plurimis Rebus, 
Sed Praecipue, in giving of Anfwers, 
To Queftions, et Puns 
Gratis: fine Dunns 
Sapientibus, five Romancers : 
T've a Query, fit, why, 
That a Vates mayLye 
By Licence, Etiamque Viator ; 





Unde hoc dictum eft} 
Is nunc my requefi, 
Quzfo, Domine, ne fis Negator. 
4, O Propofer Sublime, 
ba In Hujufmodi Rhime, 
Qui fo fuaviter aures attingis, 
We'll folve quoad vim, 
Your Poetical Whim, 
Essamfi videtur Bilinguis. 
A Bard cannot write 
A Figmentum Polite, 
Sine quidliber Power Audendi : 
And Viators will Sign, 
Fables Ultramarine, 
As not fearing Rem Contradicendi, 
Q. Great Sir, I'd be Glad, 
Being a Butcher by Trade, 
You'd refolve Me this Queftion profound ; 
A Cuftomer late, 
Upon a Debate, 
I promis‘d to credit ten pound. 
But | promis d in jeft, 
So eaus'd an Arref?, 
For four pounds left in Arrears ; 
Tho’ no Man denies, 
But He paid my price, 
And deale with me feveral Years. 
Now what of all this ? 
He takes it amifs, 
And railes at your Trulty Friend T——burn 5 
As if for my Pains, 
Notwithftanding my Gains, 
I deferv'd to be carted up Ho'burn. 
Now why fhow'd He rave, 
And thus me beflave ? 
Four Pounds is not Ten, Sir, I hope, 
. Brother Whitney, if ‘¢ be, 
Til foon follow Thee, 
And venture my Neck in a Rope. 
A. Now, Sir, you expect, 
We cannot derect, 
The Cheat, when for Butcher You'd go; 
Let Him too explain, 
His Rifque and his Gain, 
And our Judgment thereon You thall know, 7 


Yours, J. S. 


de 
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Lufus Pile ( Amatorius ) ex Nive co 
_ atta. Petronts Aframi Epigramma. 

A Game at Snow-ball° 

Wt sore Julia me’ atrack’d ; I thoughe 

Snow wanted Fire, yet by the Fire was 

ies ( “at st t, 


Than Snow what Colder ? yet Congealing Snow, 
From Julia fent me, made my Breaft toGlows, 


Whither 
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Whither from Cupid’s Snares hall I return, 

When Fire ( who'd think it ?) does in Water burn; 
But what can make the mounting Flames Expire? 
Can Snow, can Ice? no fuch; bur Equal Fire. 


REET. ~ 





SI kK, 


Rom Vienna Aug. 11th. Tis advifed, chat fince the 
jare Battle in Hungary, General: Heifter has cut tn 
The Letters 


pieces 2000 more of the Malecontents. ; 

trom the uke of Savoy’s Camp at Baronanche in Dau- 
phine Aug. 7. Give an Account, chat they only wait 
tur Artillery to begin the Siege of Exiles. Their [roops 


aie divided into feveral Bodies. Patt Keep Pofleffion of 
Mount Cenevre, and of che Hills of Betancon ; another 
Part is at Sezine, and the ftrongeft Body is at Baronan- 
che. ihat his Roval Highneis has decermin’d not to 
leave thoic Quarters before He has taken Exiles and 
Feneftreiles. From Lions Aug. 16. Tis faid, that the 
Letters trom Dauphine import, that within thefe few 
Days, there have happen’d feveral fharp Rencounters 
between the French Troops and thofe of rhe Duke of 
Savoy ; and ’tis reported, that the Mareichal de Villars 
has made himfelf Mafter of Sezane ; but this wants 
Confirmation. The Advices from the Hague Aug. 24. 
Are, thar rhey expect with the utmoft impatience the 
Letters from the Duke of Savoy, to know the Parricu- 
lars of the Action mentioned in the Letters from Paris, 
in which, tho’ they pretend co fay, they have had te 
Advantage, there is no more credit given to it, than to 
their boafting, that they gain’d the Vittory of Aude 
narde, or that 800 Englifh were kill’d in the Detccur, 
the latter made near Kologn; when ‘tis certain they 
did not lofe one Man. What we may be affured of in 
this Affair, is,that Fxiles’is taken, they acknowledge it 
at Paris, fo that ‘tis hopd it will appear, that their 
Detachment was deteat fis adviled from Brufiels 
Aug.21 That on Friday laft, feveral Boats Laden with 
Heavy Cannon, Mortars, Cannon Balls, bombs aad 
other Wuarlike Scores arrived there from Holland, and 
are now waiting for the Dake of Marlborough’s Or- 
der; and that his Grace has caufed Roads to be made 
from Helchinto Gavre, in order to march towards the 


Fn my, with all poffible diligence, in-cafe the Duke 
of Vendome fhou'd attempt ro joyn the Duke of Ber- 


vick, aod that upon the firft Notice of a Probabily, 
there will be a general Engagement, Prince Eugene 
will joyn his Grace, with all his Hori¢, which is be- 


we Lif From the Hague Aug. 24. ’Tis faid thac 
e | were open’d before Lifle the 2 ft at Nighr, 
5 only ot 3 Men. That trom Paris theywrite, 

thar the hing has feat Orders to his Generals tn che 


Netherlands, to atrempt the’ relief ‘of Lifle at any ha- 
yard, upon which the Armies under che Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and Berwick made Preparations to Move the 
224 in order te joyn; but the Duke of Marlborough 
yaffing the Scheld, with his Army, tobe ready to inake 
head againft chem, they {til keep in their former Camps. 
From Francfort Aug. 19. They write that 8000 Men, 
which King Auguitus has put into che Service of Great 
Britain and Holland, have received Orders to. March 
for brabant. “Tis Advited from Cologne Aug. 2rft. 
That-teveral Servants ot the Duke of Wirtemberg are 
come thither, and are to proceed to Flanders, waither 
"tis iid: the the ‘Duke will follow, and chat divets 
o-hey Bereataces will dothé like. Amd there is a re. 
port, thag thé Cardina) Saxe-zeyts will be made Elector 
of Cologne, thas 19 October nent, he will make 





erton in St. Paul’s Chutch-Yard, BookGllers) or tothe Printe, 


hereof, may have this Paper bra to, their Houles-( in the 
City or Suburbs) at 2s. per Quarter, and the C Papers 
at 6d. per Quarter more: Thefewho come withia the Quarter 


to have proportional Deductions atthe End. Alfo Books of Guards 
neatly Bound; to keep them A s. a-piece. ‘Likewile whole 
Sets trom the Beginning, paying only 3s. 6¢. tor ali betore 
Midfummer, and the reft to go; at which Places Advertifewenrs 
are raken in at 25. 6 4. each. 

Note, That they who live in the Country may appoing 2 
Friend in Town to take them im for them, or order fome Inn. 
Keeper to pay_for them Quarterly. For we cannot depend on 
the Payment of Carriers, tince they come not in on thole hours 
as our Servants can meet with them in their Walks, 








ADVERTISEMENT S. 
Lately Publith’d. 


[Mufick for the Harpficord or Spinnet, 
€ Ignore bapris draghi, Leffons for the Harpficord. Mr, Hen- 
‘2 vy Purcell’s Leflons for the Harphcord. Dr. Blow’s Leffons 
for the Harphicord. Dr. Biow’s Pialms fer full tor the Organ. 
The g Tunes in Camila; for the Harpficord. The firft 
Book of the Ladies Banquet. The 2d Bo \ of the Lacics Ban- 
quet. Dupar’s Leflons ter the FH irplicord. Lord Brion‘s Lef- 
fons for the Harpficord. Aires and Leflions for the Harpficord, 


by feveral Ma/fters.Mr. Keller*s New Edition of Rules for a thro 


> 
None 
‘ ia 


ys r , ’ | a * 
ais The Monthly Mercury of Lefons for the Harp“cord. 
1 « ’ ; + ’ a4 . 
AN Printed for, and Sold by j. Waijh, Servant co Her 
a | ¥ 
Majeity, ar the Harp a d Hoboy in K it herine-fr near 
Somerjet-Houle the Strand. F. Hare, initrurrent-maker at the 
? y LC 7 


Gol den Wiol and Flure, in Cornhil 


; . rine I2 + . , 
riky nea bi XU z, LUX EMA? é, 


And P. Randal, at the Violin and Lute, by Pax 
Court without Templ--Bar. 
JUST Publifh’d Propofals with a Specimen of two 
Sheets and a Copper Cut.for Mr. Hill’s Prefent Srate 
of @Eéthiopia, Egypt, the three Arabias, Palefiine, and the 
whole Ottoman Empire, in Folio, to be deliver’d to Sub- 
feribers nexe Term ; which that No Body’ may have 
Caufe to doubt, the Sheets alveaty work’d off, and the 
reft as they come daily out of the Prefs, may be feen by 
any who defire it, at Mr. Afayo’s Stationer-over againtt 
Wi aser-lane in Fleet-ftreet ; where Propofals are‘deliver’d 
Gratis,and Subicriptions taken inat half a Guinea down, 
and as much at Delivery. Note the Book comes out 
with the Q@#EEN’s Patent tor fourteen Years, and is 
the AUTHOR's fole Vropriety, who ftaithtully, promifes 
his Sub{cribers never to fuffer one Book to he Sold under 
thirty Shillings, fo that they will fave Fight Shillings 
and Six Pence in the Price, befides having. their ‘Books 
Genteely Bound, Guilt round the Fdge:,a.d Letter’d on 
theBack,anAdvantage never given inSubteription betore, 

Shop near the Pump in St Pan!’s Churchyard te 

be Let: Enquire at Mr, Bickertons at rhe flow. 
ec-de-luce. : 

Ight and Fine Irifh Ufquebangh to be Sold ae 
R Mr. Walters at the Grover’s A ms in King-ftreet 
Weftmintter, and at the’Printer of this Paper; at Five 
Shillings per Quart, or two Shillings Six Pence per 


Pint. 

Brief Treatife of the Eyes, in which nor only the 

Structlire of the fame isAnatomica ly dem onftrat- 
ed, but the Diflempers which for the moft part-are Ine 
cident thereto; are likewife diftin@ly defctib’d, To 
which is added fome particular Direétions for Prelerving 
the Sight : Tiégether wich a Fable expjoining the Terms 
of Art mention’d in the Treatile, thereby feridring) the 
fame Intelligible and Ufeful to ali Perfons, .By William 


a 


TINE, a Poem Printed for William Keble at the 
Black-Spread-Eagle in Weftminfter-Hall. 
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